But before a medical practitioner can draw exact information from
Royal Infirmary.
The functions of the kidneys differ from those of all other secretory glands, in being exclusively depurative and excrementitious. Other glands have compound offices : either they are charged with some additional duty totally different from their excretory function, or their secretion has some important service to perform before quitting the system?more important, perhaps, than the purifying effect of its separation from the blood. The lungs, for example, not only exhale carbonic acid, but, in addition, absorb oxygen ; and the watery vapour which they discharge serves more to keep the respiratory surface moist than to reduce the aqueousness of the blood. The passage of water and sebaceous matter through the skin, likewise, has not merely an eliminative purpose, but also the far more important ends of regulating the bodily temperature and mollifying the external integument.
The bile, the pancreatic and salivary fluids, together with the other varied secretions poured into the alimentary canal, have all weighty offices to perform before making a final exit; but the urine is altogether an excrement, which must be carried off as soon as it is separated from the blood, and ejected from the economy with all convenient haste.
For this reason the study of the urine holds a place of capital importance in the investigation of the vital processes in the healthy state. " By their fruits shall ye know them and of all the fruits ?r final issues of the vital operations, there is none so direct, so abundant, and so accessible as the urine.
And if the urine have this interest for the physiologist, it has no less interest for the pathologist. For our best estimate of internal and general disease is derived from a study of (To be continued.)
